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The Graduating Class of 2025! 
Front row (l to r): Payton Archambault, Savanna Silva and Tyler Judge 

Back Row (l to r): Elin Mangum, Anthony Cabral, Jackob Jones, Erik Olson, 

Oliver Stevens, Everett Stevens, Jackson Leak, Jax Davieau, Kameron Rush, 

Ryan Genetti, Jase Blanchard, Gemma Davieau, Aliviah DaSilveira and 

Wyatt Duggan 

Picture taken by Mrs. Rousseau. 
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Warrant for the 2026 Mason School District Meeting 

The State of New Hampshire 

To the inhabitants of the Mason School District qualified to vote in School 

District Affairs: 

First Session of the Annual Meeting (Deliberative): 
You are hereby notified to meet at the Mason Elementary School Multi-

Purpose Room, 13 Darling Hill Rd., Mason, New Hampshire on Saturday, 

the seventh (7th) day of February 2026, at 9:00 a.m. This session shall consist 

of explanation, discussion and debate of warrant articles 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. War-

rant articles may be amended subject to the following limitations: (1) warrant 

articles whose wording is prescribed by law shall not be amended; (b) warrant 

articles that are amended shall be placed on the official ballot for a final vote 

on the main motion, as amended; and (c) no warrant article shall be amended 

to eliminate the subject matter of the article. An amendment that changes the 

dollar amount of an appropriation in a warrant article shall not be deemed to 

violate this provision. 

Snow Date 

Snow date for the first session is Saturday, February 7, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. as 
determined by the moderator scheduled within 72 hours of the original date. 

 

Second Session of the Annual Meeting (Voting): 

FURTHER: You are hereby notified to meet at the Mason Elementary School 

13 Darling Hill Rd., Mason, New Hampshire on Tuesday, the tenth (10th) 

day of March, 2026, to vote by official ballot on Articles 1 through 7. Polls 

open at 11:00 a.m. and remain open continually until 7:00 p.m. to act upon 

the following subjects: 

ARTICLE 1. To choose the following School District Officers: 

A. School Board Member Term of 3 years 

B. School Board Member Term of 3 years 

C. School District Clerk Term of 3 years 

D. School District Moderator Term of 3 years 

 

ARTICLE 2. To accept the reports of agents, auditors, committees or officers 

chosen as printed in the Annual Mason School District Report. 
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ARTICLE 3. The average cost per pupil for the preceding year as calculated 

in accordance with RSA 189:75, I (a) is $21,781. ELA Proficiency: 84%; Math 
Proficiency 82%; Science Proficiency: 88%. Shall the Mason School District 
raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by 
special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts 
set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the 

first session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling Four Million, Two 

Hundred Twenty-Four Thousand, Three Hundred Fifty-One Dollars 

($4,224,351). Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be Four 

Million, One Hundred Eighty-Seven Thousand, Four Hundred Thirty-

Seven Dollars ($4,187,437) which is the same as last year, with certain 

adjustments required by previous action of the Mason School District or by 
law; or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with 
RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only. 

NOTE: This operating budget warrant article does not include appro-

priations contained in ANY other warrant articles. (Majority vote 

required.) The School Board recommends this warrant article 4 yes 0 no. 

ARTICLE 4. Shall the Mason School District raise and appropriate up to 

Forty-Five Thousand Dollars ($45,000) to be added to the previously estab-
lished Educating Educationally Disabled Children Capital Reserve Fund 

(established in 2010), with such amount to be funded from the June 30th 
unreserved fund balance available for transfer on July 1. No amount to be 
raised from taxation. (Majority vote required.) The School Board recommends 
this warrant article 4 yes 0 no. 

ARTICLE 5. Shall the Mason School District raise and appropriate up to 

Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000) to be added to the previously established 
School Building and Grounds Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund (established 
in 2010), with such amount to be funded from the June 30th, unreserved fund 
balance available for transfer on July 1. No amount to be raised from taxation. 

(Majority vote required.) The School Board recommends this warrant article 

4 yes 0 no. 

ARTICLE 6. Shall the Mason School District raise and appropriate up to 

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50, 000) to be added to the Tuition Capital Reserve 
Fund from the June 30th unreserved fund balance available for transfer on 
July 1. No additional amount to be raised from taxation. (Majority vote 

required.) The School Board recommends this warrant article 4 yes 0 no. 
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ARTICLE 7. Shall the Mason School District vote to designate Mason Ele-

mentary School as an open enrollment school and allow 5% of students from 

outside the Mason School District to attend Mason Elementary School as 

provided in RSA 194-D:2 and :3 and to allow up to 1% of Mason Elementary 

School students (K–5) to attend open enrollment schools located outside the 

Mason School District and further allow up to 10% of students to attend open 

enrollment in middle and high schools other than the middle and high school 

with which the District has a tuition agreement. The School Board recom-

mends this warrant article 4 yes 0 no. 

Given under our hands at said Mason on this 12th day of January 2026. 
 
 
 
 

 
A true copy of Warrant – Attest: 
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Now that’s a giant french fry! A fun day at Windy Hill Orchard and below, Librarian Judy Forty 
and Children’s Library Courtney Landry have a ribbon-cutting ceremony for their new “Little 
Library.” 
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School Board Report 

o 
For the school year 2024–25, the School Board is proud of the progress 

our district made both academically and financially. Through careful planning 

and disciplined budget management the school was able to return funds to 

the town, helping to reduce the overall tax rate. This reflects our commitment 

to fiscal responsibility and our obligation to be good stewards of taxpayer dol-

lars while providing the best possible educational experience. 

Mason Elementary School (MES) continues to perform above state aver-

ages in all academic areas. This record of accomplishment is a reason families 

choose to move to here. While increases in class size at the elementary school 

do not significantly increase the school’s budget, when larger classes graduate 

to Milford Middle and High School where we tuition our students, we see an 

increase to our budget. 

Our middle and high school students are also achieving success both 

academically and athletically at Milford. We are especially proud that 100% 

of Mason seniors graduated and will be attending college, a testament to the 

preparation and guidance our students receive throughout their kindergarten 

to high school years. 

We are currently in our 17th productive year partnering with Milford. 

We will continue to seek feedback from students and parents about their 

experience attending Milford. The School Board and administration will use 

the next year to explore and evaluate future options the community has for 

educating our middle and high school students. 

For his years of service to our community, I want to thank my predecessor 

Dr. Guiry who recently retired. He served on Mason’s Select Board, Planning 

Board and Forestry Committee. For years he was Mason’s member on the Mas-

cenic School Board and was instrumental in creating our current school district 

where he served 15 years on the School Board. His commitment to serving 

the individual student’s needs is deeply rooted in the school. Dr. Guiry’s legacy 

in this community will be appreciated for generations. 

The School Board thanks our teachers, administrators, staff, students and 

community members for your continued support. Together we remain focused 

on providing an excellent education to all students while maintaining financial 

discipline. 

Colin Robinson 

Mason School Board Chair 
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Superintendent & Principal 

o 
Unlike many districts across the state, enrollment at Mason Elementary 

continues to grow. This year we welcomed such a large number of preschool-

aged students that we added an afternoon preschool session to meet the needs 

of Mason families. At a time when many schools are experiencing declining 

enrollment, we are grateful to be able to report continued growth. 

Mason Elementary also continues to perform at a high level on state 

assessments. Our success has drawn interest from other districts that have 

reached out to learn more about the practices contributing to our strong 

results. As I often share, a key factor in our success is the strength of our 

relationships — both within the school building and throughout the broader 

community. Without the support of all our stakeholders, we would not be 

able to maintain the high-quality education that we are so proud to provide. 

The Mason School Club remains an invaluable partner to Mason Ele-

mentary School. Together we offered many engaging events for students and 

families throughout the school year. One highlight was our annual school 

dance in February 2025 when the cafeteria was transformed into the MES 

Diner. Families enjoyed hot dogs, burgers, fries and milkshakes while dancing 

the night away. This event is just one example of the many opportunities 
created to build community and connection. 

We continue to be diligent in managing our finances and controlling 

spending at Mason Elementary. We take seriously the responsibility to use 

taxpayer dollars wisely, and any unused funds 

are returned to the town at the end of the 

school year. This year we were able to return 

a significant sum which helped lower the tax 

rate. In partnership with the Town of Mason, 

we maintain open communication to ensure 

transparency and avoid financial surprises. 

I would like to thank everyone who sup-

ports Mason Elementary and our school 

district. Your continued involvement and 

commitment make a meaningful difference 

for our students and staff. 

Kristen Kivela 

Superintendent and Principal 
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Business Administrator 

o 
The Mason School District ended the June 2025 fiscal year with an Unas-

signed Fund Balance (UFB) of $149,032 after funding the Capital Reserve 

Funds of $145,000 as voted and retaining $164,272 per RSA 198:4-bII as voted. 

The Unassigned Fund Balance was returned to the town to reduce taxes for 

FY2026. 

The majority of the fund balance resulted from under-expenditures in the 

Milford tuition line of $124,550, the SPED private tuition line of $193,215 

and SPED transportation of $52,000. As you are aware the budget is com-

pleted in the fall of the previous year using estimates based on current student 

enrollment and special education student needs. 

We continue to utilize the federal IDEA Grant for unforeseen special edu-

cation services. This grant may only be used to supplement the special edu-

cation budget and may not supplant ongoing expenses. The amount of federal 

grants spent and received for FY2025 was $53,460. 

As always, thank you to Business Manager Brenda Wiley and Superin-

tendent Kristen Kivela for all their assistance. Their excellent work makes my 

job much easier. 

Debra Ford 

Business Administrator 

Mason School Club 

o 
The Mason School Club is a volunteer-run, nonprofit organization 

committed to enhancing and supporting the educational experience at Mason 

Elementary School. Our mission is to enrich students’ school experiences and 

create lasting positive memories, strengthen the connection between home 

and school by encouraging family involvement, support faculty and staff, im-

prove the school environment through volunteerism and financial assistance 

and foster a strong sense of community. These goals are achieved through 

monthly meetings held throughout the school year, where members collabo-

rate to plan events, allocate donations and organize fundraising efforts. 

Over the past year the Mason School Club supported a wide range of edu-

cational activities and student needs. Each classroom teacher received funding 

to help offset out-of-pocket classroom expenses. We also provided supplies 

and snacks to students in need and supplied breakfast for fifth-grade students 
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during state testing week. In addition, the School Club funded transportation 

for several field trips, including visits to Windy Hill, the SEE Science Center, 

the Mariposa Museum and the New Hampshire State House. 

The School Club also helped plan and support several events that students 

and families enjoyed throughout the year. These included the Fall Festival, 

the annual Halloween Parade, the Holiday Craft Fair, Staff Appreciation 

Week, the Someone Special Dance and end-of-year celebrations, including 

Spirit Week. These events help build school spirit and strengthen the Mason 

Elementary community. 

To make these programs and supports possible, the Mason School Club 

conducted multiple fundraisers during the year. We partnered with local busi-

nesses to host Family Night Out events, providing both community engage-

ment and financial support. Our Fall Fundraiser, which featured soup sales, 

was particularly successful. Additional funds were raised through the Holiday 

Craft Fair and concessions at the Someone Special Dance. 

A small but dedicated group of volunteers contributes countless hours to 

ensure the success of the Mason School Club and to create meaningful 

experiences for the students of Mason Elementary School. We are deeply 

grateful for the continued support of the school, local businesses and the 

greater Mason community. 

Mason School Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members of the newly-formed MES 
Garden Club glove-up and get to work. 
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Mason Elementary School Personnel 

Professional Staff 

Kristen Kivela Superintendent/Principal 

Heidi DeLorme Administrative Assistant 

Larissa Terrill Preschool Teacher 

Alicia Aiello Kindergarten Teacher 

Karen Mann Grade One Teacher 

Alexis Oglesby Grade Two Teacher 

Leah Hardwick Grade Three Teacher 

Laura Hooper Grade Four Teacher 

Alexcina Rousseau Grade Five Teacher 

Ashley Tousignant Special Education Teacher 

Lyudmyla Hoffman Art Teacher 

Debra Prince Smith Music Teacher 

John Margarita PE Teacher 

Student Services Staff 

Pamela Brock Paraprofessional 

Deborah Cullen Paraprofessional 

Amanda Cannon Paraprofessional 

Olivia Powers Paraprofessional 

Kelly Sirois Paraprofessional 

Madyson Wiggin Paraprofessional 

Neal Richardson Technology Consultant 

Danielle Fisher School Nurse 

Marcia Bruseo Occupational Therapist 

Patricia O’Mara Student Services Director/ 

School Psychologist 

 

Facilities and Operations 

Lyn Bill Food Service Director 

Caleb Aho School Facilities Manager 

Karl Mann Custodian 
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Mason Students Enrolled at Mason Elementary School 

and Milford Middle & High School Through October 2024 

 

Preschool 18 Grade 7 13 

Kindergarten 15 Grade 8 9 

Grade 1 11 Grade 9 11 

Grade 2 8 Grade 10 7 

Grade 3 15 Grade 11 10 

Grade 4 21 Grade 12 5 

Grade 5 17   

Grade 6 13 Total 173 
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Warrant for the 2025 Mason School District Meeting 

The State of New Hampshire 

To the inhabitants of the Mason School District qualified to vote in School 

District Affairs: 

First Session of the Annual Meeting (Deliberative): 

You are hereby notified to meet at the Mason Elementary School Multi-

Purpose Room, 13 Darling Hill Rd, Mason, New Hampshire on February 

the first (1st) day of February 2025, at 9:00 a.m. This session shall consist of 

explanation, discussion and debate of warrant articles 3, 4, 5 and 6. Warrant 

articles may be amended subject to the following limitations: (1) warrant arti-

cles whose wording is prescribed by law shall not be amended; (b) warrant 

articles that are amended shall be placed on the official ballot for a final vote 

on the main motion, as amended; and (c) no warrant article shall be amended 

to eliminate the subject matter of the article. An amendment that changes the 

dollar amount of an appropriation in a warrant article shall not be deemed to 

violate this provision. 

Snow Date 

Snow date for the first session is Saturday, February 1, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. as 

determined by the moderator scheduled within 72 hours of the original date. 
 

Second Session of the Annual Meeting (Voting): 

FURTHER: You are hereby notified to meet at the Mason Elementary 

School, 13 Darling Hill Rd., Mason, New Hampshire on Tuesday, the elev-

enth (11th) day of March, 2025, to vote by official ballot on Articles 1 through 

6. Polls open at 11:00 a.m. and remain open continually until 7:00 p.m. to act 

upon the following subjects: 

ARTICLE 1. To choose the following School District Officers: 

A. School Board Member Term of 3 years 

A. School Board Member Term of 3 years 

A. School District Treasurer Term of 3 years 

ARTICLE 2. To accept the reports of agents, auditors, committees or officers 

chosen as printed in the Annual Mason School District Report. 

ARTICLE 3. Shall the Mason School District raise and appropriate as an 

operating budget, not including appropriations by special warrant articles and 



School Report 2025.qxp_School Report 2021 2/19/26 1:31 PM Page 27 

27 

 

 

 
 

 
other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget 
posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the pur-

poses set forth therein, totaling Three Million, Nine Hundred Thirty-Six 

Thousand, Thirty-Two Dollars (3,936,032.00). Should this article be 

defeated, the default budget shall be Three Million, Eight Hundred Twenty-

Six Thousand, Two Hundred Seventy-Two Dollars (3,826,272.00) which 
is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of 
the Mason School District or by law; or the governing body may hold one spe-
cial meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of 

a revised operating budget only. NOTE: This operating budget warrant 

article does not include appropriations contained in ANY other warrant 

articles. (Majority vote required.) The School Board recommends this war-
rant article 3 yes 0 no. 

ARTICLE 4. Shall the Mason School District vote to change the intent and 

purpose of the pre-existing Unanticipated Tuition Cost Capital Reserve Fund 

from the “unanticipated tuition costs associated with students either moving 
in to the District or resident students transferring from private to public 
school” to “tuition costs associated with an increased school enrollment or 

unexpected tuition costs,” and further to name the School Board as agents to 
expend from the fund. Said fund to be known as the “Tuition Capital Reserve 

Fund.” This is a change in wording only and will not cost the taxpayers 

any money. The School Board recommends this warrant article. (2/3 

Majority vote required.) The School Board recommends this warrant article 
3 yes 0 no. 

ARTICLE 5. Contingent upon the passing of warrant article 4, to see if the 

School District will vote to raise and appropriate Eighty Thousand Dollars 
($80,000) to be added to the Tuition Capital Reserve Fund from June 30th 
unreserved fund balance available for transfer on July 1. No additional amount 

to be raised from taxation. (Majority vote required.) The School Board recom-

mends this warrant article 3 yes 0 no. 

ARTICLE 6. Shall the Mason School District raise and appropriate Forty-

Five Thousand Dollars ($45,000) to be added to the previously established 
Educating Educationally Disabled Children Capital Reserve Fund (established 
in 2010), with such amount to be funded from the June 30th unreserved fund 
balance available for transfer on July 1. No amount to be raised from taxation. 

(Majority vote required.) The School Board recommends this warrant 

article 3 yes 0 no. 
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ARTICLE 7. Shall the Mason School District raise and appropriate Twenty 

Thousand Dollars ($20,000) to be added to the previously established School 
Building and Grounds Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund (established in 
2010), with such amount to be funded from the June 30th unreserved fund 
balance available for transfer on July 1. No amount to be raised from taxation. 

(Majority vote required.) The School Board recommends this warrant arti-

cle 3 yes 0 no. 

Given under our hands at said Mason on this 6th day of January, 2025. 
 
 
 
 

 
A true copy of Warrant – Attest: 
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Mason, NH School District Election Results 

March 11, 2025 

 
The Moderator, Dotsie Milbrandt, declared the polls open at 1100h and 

declared the polls closed at 1902h. A total of 319 ballots were cast, including 

seventeen absentee ballots. Voters on checklist #1,072, when polls open with 

six new registrations totaling 1,078. A thirty percent (30%) turnout. 

School Board Members (two positions, three-year term) 

Robert Bukofser: 94 

Courtney Landry: 205 

Colin Robinson: 127 

Moderator Millbrandt declared Courtney Landry and Colin Robinson 

the winners. 

School District Treasurer (three-year term) 
Christine Irlbacher: 247 

Moderator Millbrandt declared Christine Irlbacher the winner. 

Article 2 (Accept reports) 

Yes 284 No 19 

Article 3 (Budget) 

Yes 193 No  115 

Article 4 (Name Change to Tuition Capital Reserve Fund) 

Yes 241 No 66 

Article 5 (Tuition Capital Reserve Fund) 

Yes 206 No 87 

Article 6 (Educating Educationally Disabled Children Capital Reserve Fund) 
Yes 219 No 73 

Article 7 (School Building and Grounds Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund) 

Yes 225 No 69 
 

Rebecca L. Partridge 

School District Clerk 
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Town of Mason, New Hampshire 

Mason School District 

2025 Deliberative Session 

February 01, 2025 

 
The First Session, The Deliberative Session, of the Mason School District 

was held in the Mason Elementary School Multi-Purpose Room, 13 Darling 

Hill Road, Mason, New Hampshire on February 01, 2025. 

At 0900 Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt asked attendees to take their seats. 

All voters and nonvoters are requested to wear appropriate credentials and be 

seated after signing in with the Supervisors of the Checklist at the back table. 

Nonvoters are to be seated to the Moderator’s right in the front row. 
There were twelve voters and one nonvoter present. 

Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt recognized the coordinated efforts of indi-

viduals to prepare for this meeting including School District Personnel, 

Supervisors of the Checklist, Physical Plant Staff, Police and Emergency 

Personnel. 

Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt reviewed safety procedures, calling atten-

tion to the emergency exits. 

There were no requests for Interpretative Services. 

Roll Call and Introductions: 

Chairman Dr. Christopher Guiry 

Vice Chairman Colin Robinson 

School Board Member Nate Choquette 

School Board Member Mike James Judge 

Absent: School Board Member Tim Leak 

Accounts Payable Brenda Wiley 

School District Clerk / School Board Secretary Becky Partridge 

Superintendent of Schools Kristen Kivela 

At this time, the Board would like to honor Chairman Dr. Christopher 

Guiry for his many years of service. The Moderator recognizes Vice Chair-

person Colin Robinson to present the plaque (see page 35). 

Procedure 

The purpose of the Deliberative Session is to inform the voters about each 

proposed article, allow voters to ask questions, discuss and possibly amend the 

article to decide its final wording. When discussion is complete, the Mod-

erator will call for a vote. This vote in the affirmative will move the final form 
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of the article to the Official Ballot to be voted on at the Town and School Dis-

trict Elections on March 11, 2025. 

After each article is read and seconded, there will be an opportunity for 

voters to comment on the article. When the Moderator recognizes you, please 

state your name and address. All comments and questions will be directed to 

the Moderator. 

All amendments and substantive motions are to be in writing and signed 

by the maker and seconder. Any five voters present may request a secret ballot 

vote if the request is made before the voice vote on an article. For a secret 

ballot vote, voters will proceed down the center aisle and be given a paper 

with the words YES and NO. Tear it in half and place the appropriate half in 

the ballot box. 

Call to Order 

Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt: By the powers vested in me by the State of 

New Hampshire, I now call to order the First Session, The Deliberative Ses-

sion of the Mason School District Annual Meeting at 0908h. 

Opening Exercises 

The Moderator asked for School Board Members and the public to join 

in The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

The first order of business is reading of the warrant. There was no objec-

tion to waive the reading of the warrant. 

On Motion of Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt, duly seconded, it was VOTED to allow 
Superintendent Kristen Kivela to speak. Motion passed. 

On Motion of School Board Member Tim Leak, duly seconded, it was VOTED to 

place on the official ballot Article 1 

To choose the following School District Officers: 

School Board Member (3 years) 

School Board Member (3 years) 

School District Treasurer (3 years) 

On Motion of School Board Member Tim Leak, duly seconded, it was VOTED to 

place on the official ballot Article 2 

To accept the reports of agents, auditors, committees or officers chosen 

as printed in the Annual Mason School District Report. 

Warrant Article 3 read by Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt. 
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On Motion of Chairman Dr. Christopher Guiry, duly seconded, it was VOTED to 

place on the official ballot Article 3 

Shall the Mason School District raise and appropriate as an operating 
budget, not including appropriations by special warrant articles and other ap-
propriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with 
the warrant or as amended by vote of the First Session, for the purposes set 

forth therein, totaling Three Million, Nine Hundred Thirty-Six Thou-

sand, Thirty-Two Dollars ($3,936,032.00). Should this Article be defeated, 

the default budget shall be Three Million, Eight Hundred Twenty-Six 

Thousand and Two Hundred and Seventy-Two Dollars ($3,826,272.00) 
which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous 
action of the Mason School District or by law; or the governing body may 
hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI to take 

up the issue of a revised operating budget only? NOTE: This operating 

budget warrant article does not include appropriations contained in any 

other warrant article. The School Board recommends this warrant article 
3–0. (Majority vote required.) 

Discussion: Reflects increase of only .16%. Kristen Kivela explained that the 

largest increases are tuition numbers, medical and dental insurance, as well as 
workers comp and disability. Student costs are also increased with an increase 

in speech therapy and hiring of a paraeducator. With the building aging, the 
cost of maintenance and repairs are increasing. 

Default budget is $109,760.00 less than the proposed budget. If the pro-

posed budget fails and the default budget is to pass, it would be a challenge to 

fund many areas of the budget. 

Warrant Article 4 read by Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt. 

On Motion of School Board Member Mike Judge, duly seconded, it was VOTED to 

place on the official ballot Article 4 

Shall the Mason School District vote to change the intent and purpose of 
the preexisting Unanticipated Tuition Cost Capital Reserve Fund from “the 
unanticipated cost associated with students either moving into the district or 
resident students transferring from pirate to public school” to “tuition cost 

associated with an increase school enrollment or unexpected tuition costs,” 
and further to name the school board as agents to expend from the fund. Said 

fund to be known as the Tuition Capital Reserve Fund. This is a change in 

wording only and will not cost the taxpayers any money. The School 
Board recommends this article 3–0. (Majority vote required.) 
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Discussion: In 2010 this fund was created to help fund tuition of unantici-

pated students moving into the district. We have continued to fund this and 

currently have $153,275.00. We have a large increase in the tuition costs to 

Milford due to larger classes going to middle school and we are graduating 

smaller classes from the high school. The board would like to access the funds 

in the reserve to help reduce what we need to collect from the taxpayers. We 

were hoping to take $80,000.00 from the fund but were informed by legal 

counsel that we cannot use said money for this reason as it was anticipated 

increases. This wording change would allow us to use the funds for these 

anticipated increases as well as any unanticipated increases in the future. 

If this article was to fail, these funds could not be accessed until a large 

number of students moved into the district. 

Warrant Article 5 read by Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt. 

On Motion of School Board Member Mike Judge, duly seconded, it was VOTED to 
place on the official ballot Article 5 

Contingent upon the passing of Warrant Article 4, to see if the Mason 

School District vote to raise and appropriate up to Eighty Thousand Dollars 

($80,000.00) to be added to the previously established Tuition Capital Reserve 

Fund, with such amount to be funded from the June 30 unreserved fund balance 

available for transfer on July 01? No amount to be raised from taxation. The 

School Board recommends this warrant article 3–0. (Majority vote required.) 

Discussion: In the next three years there will be large increases in regular edu-

cation tuition to Milford. We would like to continue to fund the reserve with 
any money that we may have left over at the end of the year so we can access 
said funds for the 2026–2027 year. 

Warrant Article 6 read by Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt. 

On Motion of Vice Chairman Colin Robinson, duly seconded, it was VOTED to place 
on the official ballot Article 6 

Shall the Mason School District vote to raise and appropriate up to Forty-

Five Thousand Dollars ($45,000.00) to be added to the previously established 

Educating the Educationally Disabled Children Capital Reserve Fund (estab-

lished in 2010), with such amount to be funded from the June 30 unreserved 

fund balance available for transfer on July 01? No amount to be raised from 

taxation. The School Board recommends this warrant article 3–0. (Majority 

vote required.) 
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Discussion: Currently $213,570.00. As we have seen in previous years, this 

may or may not be enough to cover a year’s tuition depending on the student’s 
needs. 

Warrant Article 7 read by Moderator Dotsie Millbrandt. 

On Motion of School Board Member Nate Choquette, duly seconded, it was VOTED 

to place on the official ballot Article 7 

Shall the Mason School District vote to raise and appropriate up to 

Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to be added to the previously estab-

lished School Building and Grounds Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund 

(established in 2010) with such amount to be funded from the June 30 unre-

served fund balance available for transfer on July 01? No amount to be raised 

from taxation. The School Board recommends this warrant article 3–0. 

(Majority vote required.) 

Discussion: Currently we have $84,300.00 in the fund. Building is getting 

older and we have seen unanticipated repairs increasing over the last few years. 

There being no further business to come before the First Session, The 

Deliberative Session of the Mason School District, a motion is in order to 

adjourn Sine Dai. Motion by Dr. Christopher Guiry, duly seconded and Voted. 

Adjourned Sine Dai at 0932h. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 
School District Clerk 

Becky Partridge 
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Honorary Speech by Vice Chairman Colin Robinson to 

Outgoing Chairman Dr. Christopher Guiry 

“I know I speak for all of us when I say 

we will miss your guidance rooted in 

being an original member of this Board 

dating back to 2009, and even before that 

being on the Mascenic School Board. 

“Your leadership helped create this 

district as well as achieve the recognition 

as the number one elementary school in 

the state. 

“This community benefitted not only 

from your more than 15 years serving on 

two school boards, but also from your nine years as a Selectman, five 

years on the Planning Board and seven years on the Forestry Committee 

— at times holding three positions simultaneously. This community is 

better because of your, your wife Colleen’s and your children’s countless 

hours of service and sacrifice. 

“We are surrounded by towns with shrinking populations while our 

town grows. While schools are shuttering, ours remains well-funded 

and thriving. 

“I believe your success and your accomplishments can in large part 

be credited to your being an honorable man who cares deeply for others, 

especially children. I am proud to have served under your leadership. 

You have set a high bar for all who come after you. With that I am 

honored to present to you this plaque.” 

Approved March 17, 2025 
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